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was given command of the infantry brigade of La CoraHa.
This was only for a short while. "The safety of the Republic"
advised his withdrawal. Azana said to his friends, "I will
send him to the Balearic Islands so as to keep him from
temptation."
In 1933 he was named military commander over those
islands. As he saw the reigning subversion and the ravages
caused by the revolution. Franco suffered that depression
which has conquered so many patriotic spirits. Was there
anything that could be done? He saw that in all branches of
public life positive merits and values were being overlooked
and swept aside, and others, decrepit, false, and dishonour-
able, were taking their place and being glorified, rehabilitated,
embellished, and exalted by sectarianism. It was the hour of
glory for the dangerous and worst elements.
In his military order, Azana adopted "the freezing-out
process." He withdrew and placed at the bottom of the mili-
tary register the generals, leaders, and officers who had been
promoted for merits in war during the period of the Dictator-
ship, stating that in the procedure legal requirements had
not been duly observed.
Franco, in confidence, made known to his intimate friends
his restlessness, and told them that he proposed to withdraw
from the army to enter politics, to change his local military
command by an election, if in that way he could better serve
Spain, His friends dissuaded him from the idea. Franco in
the army was the supreme and definite guarantee.
What could be defined as a passing spiritual crisis did not
last long. Again the general regained the confidence and
optimism which rarely abandon him, and faith in the destiny
of Spain.
The news concerning Franco's desire to enter politics
reached Madrid, and one day, the elections of 1933 being
already in process, a delegate of the Popular Action presented